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     At a cost of $15, Jerry Roger Hatmaker was born on June 28, 1945 in House #393, Substation Row, Coalwood, McDowell County, West Virginia.  He is the third of four children born to Albert Norman Hatmaker and Wilma Lorraine Lawrence, both of Kentucky.
     In the German tradition of using the middle name as a “call” name, he was known as Roger for much of his life.  Even to this day, close family and old friends use that name, although more recent friends and acquaintances refer to him as Jerry or J. R.
     In 1953 his family moved to House #26 in Middletown Row, and later to House #25, which once was an old two-story farmhouse that was disassembled and removed from Orchard Hollow across Clear Fork Creek to Middletown Row. 
     Jerry attended Coalwood Elementary and Junior High School, where, to this very day, his most cherished achievement is being crowned the 1956 Marble Champion of Coalwood Elementary School.  Representing Coalwood, he lost in the Southeastern West Virginia Marble Tournament.  He was also a Cub, Boy Scout and Explorer.
     As a young man, he spent many hours working in the family’s small garden in Orchard Hollow and later near the mouth of Manchins Hollow.  His family, as did many in Coalwood, kept chickens, hogs and calves—all in Orchard Hollow, where many of his stories are set. 

     Jerry was an avid hunter and fisherman, and a crack shot.  Most of his non-school hours were spent with friends camping, hunting, fishing and roaming the mountains and streams from Coalwood to Tug River.

     After graduating from Coalwood Jr., he attended and graduated from Big Creek High School at War, also in McDowell County.  While there, he was a member of the Key Club and Student Council, and was chairman of the committee that created the Dress Code for the school.  For the committee’s work, he was commended by the McDowell County Board of Education.
     He graduated in 1963 and entered, along with four classmates, the US Air Force.  After Basic Training, he graduated from language school, airborne air intelligence school, high altitude training and Survival School.
     During his four-year stint in the Air Force he served in the Cold War as one of the airborne “Silent Warriors” of the United States Air Force Security Service. As a combat crew member, he flew reconnaissance missions against Soviet Bloc countries.  All but forgotten, the Top Secret missions were not officially recognized by the U.S. government until 1993, even though forty aircraft and 180 airmen were lost to enemy fire; many are still unaccounted for.  After separating from the Air Force, he was awarded the Air Medal at Bolling Field in Washington, DC, for “sustained aerial flight under extremely hazardous conditions,” 
     Once out of service as a student-worker, he held several jobs, among which were: bill collector, lender, framing carpenter and salesman; and later, Realtor®, national director of stores, and freelance writer.
     Jerry’s first two books, “Dillweissenstein to Carolina and the Mohawk Valley” and “Biographical Sketches of Some Early German-American Pioneers” were genealogical and historical titles.  The third book, “The Coalwood Misfits,” was formulated with his brother, Bob, and stories about growing up in Coalwood began to be put to paper in the mid 1990s. After retiring from an executive position in retail operations, Jerry found time to complete a draft manuscript of the novel-cum-memoir.  The book was first published in a limited way in 2001; and subsequently revised and lengthened in 2003. 

     The Clear Fork Series was born in 2003 when “The Kindred Gathering: A Reckoning with the Melungeons” was published.  Since then, “Shoddy and Ox: Trail to Sanctified Mountain,” “Murder on the Birdsong” and “A Willing Substitute: Rally Boys, Rally for the Flag,” have been added.  Future books are planned for the Clear Fork Series; they will continue to follow the Melungeon Whitaker and Collins families through U.S. and Appalachian history from the French and Indian War to Coalwood’s misfits of the early 1960s.
     Along the way, Jerry attended Air University, the University of Maryland, Mundelein College, Hondros College, and graduated from the East European Language and Area Studies Program at Syracuse University,

     Jerry is married to Libbie Klotz, and has four children: Bradley, Verlinda, Wesley and Patrick.  Currently he resides in central Ohio.
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